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Board Names New Middle, High Schools And Selects Their Principals 
     The Vance County Board of Education at its regular monthly meeting approved names for the 
newly combined middle and high schools for the 2018-2019 school year and selected the principals 
for each of the schools. Board members voted to name the new middle school Vance County Middle 
School and the new high school Vance County High School. The middle school will be led by Heddie 
Somerville as the principal and the high school will be led by Rey Horner as its principal. Vance 
County Middle School will be housed in the facility currently known as Northern Vance High School 
and will serve students who now attend Eaton-Johnson and Henderson middle schools. Vance 
County High School will be located in the building now known as Southern Vance High School and 
will serve students who now attend Northern Vance and Southern Vance high schools. Both Horner 
and Somerville have been with Vance County Schools for their entire careers with 21 years and 24 
years of experience, respectively. With combining the middle schools and high schools next school 
year, the Eaton-Johnson and Henderson middle school buildings will no longer be used by the school 
system. Board members took action in naming the schools following a presentation by 
Superintendent Anthony Jackson who proposed several names for the new schools. Among the 
potential names offered for the middle school were: Vance Henderson, Vance Central, Vance 
Community and Vance County Preparatory. These names also were proposed for the high school in 
addition to Henderson High and Henderson Preparatory. Horner and Somerville will now lead efforts 
to establish the new schools. They will be working collaboratively with their staffs to develop 
comprehensive school programs. 
 

Sorrells Presents School System Officials With $400,000 In Grant Funds 
     Mark Sorrells, senior vice president of the Golden Leaf Foundation, presented Darlynn Oxendine, 
chairwoman of the board, and Superintendent Anthony Jackson with a check for $400,000 in grant 
allocations to fund technological innovations for students at the middle and high school levels. Jordan 

McMillen, county manager for Vance County, also participated in the 
presentation. The grant funding from the foundation will be used to equip 
zSpace laboratories in the middle and high schools for the 2018-2019 
school year. The zSpace STEM Learning Initiative represents a new 
direction for instructional delivery and academic outcomes for the 
students in Vance County. This initiative will systematically and 
intentionally embed the technical and essential skills into the instructional 

programs to ensure student readiness for the local, regional and global workforce. The grant funding 
will support the establishment of 24-30 digital student-learning stations in the middle school and high 
school, as well as 12-15 digital stations at the STEM Early High School. 

    
Student And VCS Employee Achievements Earn Deserved Recognition 
     The board recognized the outstanding efforts of students and school system associates. Six 
students who have been selected as “Student Spotlight” award winners were each presented with a 
framed certificate for their outstanding efforts and character at school and in the community. Nancy 
Wykle, publisher of The Daily Dispatch which is a leading sponsor of the student awards program, led 
the presentations. Those students receiving recognition and certificates were Angela Ponce of E.O. 



Young, Jr. Elementary School, La’Tina Crute of Pinkston Street Elementary School, Jordan Glover of 
Eaton-Johnson Middle School, Jeremiah Williams of L.B. Yancey 
Elementary School, Eyana Hargrove of AdVance Academy, and Emani 
Foster of Early College High School. Foster was unable to attend the 
board meeting for her recognition. Wykle presented each of the students 
with their certificates and a proclamation for their achievements from 
members of the Henderson Kiwanis Club. She was assisted in the 

presentations by Oxendine and Jackson, who congratulated each of the high 
achieving students. High school students from across the county who are members 
of the 4291 the Astrobots robotics team also were recognized by the board. The 
team, led by Erin Williams, who is a science teacher at Northern Vance High School, 
has experienced great success in recent competitions with other robotics teams 
from around the state. The team won the Judges Award for their outstanding 

sportsmanship in the competition held in Greenville, March 9-10, 
and also were very competitive with tasks their robot completed in 
competition in Winston-Salem, March 30-31. Williams also has been 
recognized as a Woody Flowers Award finalist for being an 
outstanding mentor for the Astrobots. There were 11 members of the 

team who attended the board meeting. They each were congratulated by all of the 
board members. Finally, the board and Jackson honored Sharon Bawcum, long-time 
executive assistant to the superintendent, who retired March 1 after 33 years of 
service to Vance County Schools. Bawcum was presented with a nice, wooden 
rocking chair that features the school system’s seal on its headrest. Several board 
members shared words of praise about their time in working with Bawcum and they 
paid tribute to her outstanding work and dedication to the school system, its students 

and educators.      
       
Personnel Recommendations Receive Board Approval 
     The board approved employment for Lottie Evans as payroll supervisor in the Administrative 
Services Center and Darlene Williams as an interim pre-kindergarten teacher at Zeb Vance 
Elementary School.  
     Board members also accepted the resignation of Orlando Terry, a Career and Technical 
Education teacher at Northern Vance High School. 
     Retirements were accepted for Marie Fields, a teacher assistant at New Hope Elementary School, 
and Elizabeth Gremmels, a social studies teacher at Southern Vance High School. 
 

One Request For An Overnight Field Trip Gains Approval 
     An overnight field trip request was approved for students from Northern Vance High School to visit 
the Naval Station in Norfolk, Virginia, and attend the annual Military Air Show at Langley Air Force 
Base in Hampton, Virginia, May 10-11. 
  

Out-Of-County Student Transfer Requests Reviewed By Board Members 
     There were 21 out-of-county transfer requests approved by the board. Included in the requests 
were 12 students who will attend local schools from other counties and nine students who live in 
Vance County and will attend schools in neighboring counties. 
                      
 Upcoming Board And Committee Meetings Are Scheduled 
     The next regularly scheduled meeting for the Vance County Board of Education will begin at 7 
p.m. on Monday, May 14, 2018, in the Administrative Services Center on Graham Avenue in 
Henderson. 
     Upcoming meeting dates for the board’s committees are as follows: 



     Building and Grounds – Thursday, April 26 
     Community and Business Relations – Tuesday, May 1 
     Curriculum – Thursday, April 26 
     Finance –  Wednesday, May 2 
     Personnel – Tuesday, May 8 
     Policy – Wednesday, May 2 
 


